XXIII
RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EMPIRE
DURING THE FIRST THREE CENTURIES
"T T TTE have seen how the rationalistic spirit, originated by
\X / Greece anc^ adopted by Italy in republican times, began
V Y to lose ground and give way to a religious and mystical
attitude of mind. In the East this change took place in the
Hellenistic period, in the West not until the civil wars of the first
century b.c. I have spoken also of the compromise between
science and religion, which Stoicism tried to effect for the
educated classes; and of the religious currents which carried'
away the peoples of both East and West in the first century
of our era; though the victory of theology was still incomplete,
yet signs of it were visible everywhere and in every section
of the population.
Nor did the interest in religion come to an end with the
death of Augustus. Its growth may be traced in every part
of the empire. The state religion which prevailed throughout
the empire was addressed to two objects—the emperor himself,
and the trinity of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva worshipped on
the Capitol; and this religion took a definite form, the same
everywhere, and became the centre of religious life for the
towns and for the army. But this differed from the religion
created by the civil wars, and from the deification of Augustus
as a Hero and a Saviour, which was so definitely personal and,
in Italy, so closely connected with the purely national cult of
the genius belonging to the family, the cross-roads, the city,
and the state. Like the state worship of old Rome, the
worship of the emperor and his family, the dead and living
rulers of the empire, became more and more lifeless and
impersonal. The people met together in the temples of the
imperial cult or in the Capitols of the provincial towns, and
paid their acknowledgements and tribute of respect to the
divine power, through which and thanks to which the empire
existed. There was no doubt a certain modicum of religious
feeling in such rites; but they offered no help in trouble or
consolation in suffering, and answered none of the anxious
questions concerning the present and the future life.

